


Hager said that for homeowners just getting started in the use of solar energy, it takes six-to-seven years to pay back the

investment. For those installing equipment to harness the sun's power for electricity, the pay-back period is 10-to-12 years.

If a homeowner was starting from scratch with the equipment that Hager's having installed, the cost would be — brace
yourself — $30,000 to $35,000.

For a number of reasons, Hager isn't paying that much.

The hot water tank that was part of his old solar system is still usable and doesn't have to be replaced. Hager's daughter,
Jamie, is also a green building specialist with Southern Energy Management and likely got her father something of an
employee discount on the work.

Hager also noted that even before homeowners start saving with the hot water and electricity their systems produce,
funding for the work can be offset through state and federal tax credits.

With the ever-escalating cost of traditional forms of energy, Hager said, the reasoning behind solar energy just makes all the

more sense.

"You figure the sun's free," he said. "You have to look down the road. The initial cost sometimes scares people off, but
there's so much more involved."

Max Isaacs is a solar technician with Southern Energy Management and headed a five-member crew that worked
Wednesday at Hager's.

Isaacs said the company also has a small office in Charlotte and said its workers install renewable energy systems across
the state.

A couple of weeks ago they were working in Boone, he said. It's not unusual for them to install solar equipment for
homeowners throughout the Piedmont and beyond.

In addition to working with homeowners, the company is involved with niche green builders and several far larger
companies. In Morrisville, they're in the process of constructing a mammoth mega-watt system, one of the largest in the
Southeast and one that's capable of producing 1,000 kilowatts of power.

Isaacs said Southern Energy employs about 50 workers. Many, he said, are college graduates.

Despite their ability to scale ladders and operate power drills and screwdrivers like seasoned pros, most don't look like
typical construction workers. They're largely an educated lot.

"We come from a lot of different backgrounds," Isaacs said. "You can learn the skills. The passion to do this is what it's all
about.”

For more information about Southern Energy Management and its work with renewable energy systems, call the company
at 919-836-0330 or visit its Web site at: info@southern-energy.com.
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